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* love. 

Love cements our hearts together, 

Ah it lengthens out our years, 
And, dispelling gloomy weather, 

Drowns our sorrows, dries our tears. 

Like the dew that falls from heaven 

On God's grasses here below, 
To our hearts this love is given 

That in him onr strength may grow. 

'Tis a jewel, precious treasurt, 

Every heart can have its fill ; 
Go to him and fill the measure, 

Only ask him and he wilt. 

A. H. Tritoh. * 


Will the Unrepealed be Saved After Death! 
. How often have the words of the old Pilgrim 
Father, John Robinson, that probably freah light 
would break forth from the Word of God, been 
quoted to excuse every heresy and departure from 
the 'good old way,' as taught ub by the Bible. 
Whenever a man advocates something contrary 
to the teachings of the Word of God, he always 
elaims he does so by a greater light. Thus he 
commits the common blunder of all those who de- 
part from the simple truth of calling darkness 
light. So in all ages of the world the assertion of 
Jesus is found to be correct, — 'If therefore the 
light that is in thee be darkness, now great is the 
darkness.' 

The light of this world is the sun, so also the 
light of the soul is the revelation ot God — righteous- 
ness. Light in a literal or spiritual sense comes 
from heaven, and cheers and bleeses the earth, dis- 
pelling the dark and causing it to recede into its 
native hell. Light cannot by any process become 
darkness, neither can truth ever become an error. 
Gold is gold no matter in whatever form it may 
appear. If it is in the Bhape of dust, or rolled into 
large leaves of the thinest texture, or beaten into 
heavy bars, it is still gold. So truth in truth no 
matter where we find it, whether it be soaring 
among the remotest stars and fortelling their 
revolutions, or bringing some peculiar fact to light 
concerning the minutest particle of dust. Light is 
light, and there is no process known to man by 
which it can be transformed into darkness. So 
gold is gold, and no science can change it into cop- 
per or brass. The oak is an oak, from the time 
the acorn falls to the ground and taken root, until 
the towering tree falls to the strokes of the axman. 
It cannot by any process ot nature become a thorn 
or a briar. So what we see is impossible in nature 
or science, and would be absolutely absurd in phil- 
osophy or the common works of every day life, we 
find some poor theoretical dreamers trying to make 
possible and even plausible in religion. 

But we must keep in mind that religion or theolo- 
gy, is not revelation. How often is theology merely 
the compounding of man's opinion concerning God 
and his attitude to mankind. So theology can be 
very defective, because it is the product of man's 
mind, but revelation is absolute truth, because it 
is the record of God's action to man and the uni- 
verse. Revelation is God's voice. God has re- 
vealed to us all that is necessary for ub to know, 
and his words are true and right. If in this rev- 
elation to man some things are hidden and mys- 
terious, it is not because the fact itself is obscure, 
but because we are not able to comprehend and 
grasp. Then as professed believers in this revela- 
tion it is our bounded duty to defend it from all 
misrepresentation, and contend for the truth 
at all hazards. We are truly responsible to God 
for the keeping of bis word from the attacks of 
error. 

If we feel our responsibility to God so that it 
will compel us to be faithful to hie word, we 
should also not forget it is our duty to make an ef- 
fort to remove from man all erroneous theories 
that may conflict with the salvation ot hie soul. 
We should earnestly denounce all that would cause 
men to be careless concerning their souls. 

Ever since the advent of Christianity, the mind 
of man, with all its ingenuity and power and in- 
vention, has been busy trying to formulate some 
plan for the ultimate salvation of the wicked that 
will appeas plausible, and which they think will 
not violently oppose the teachings of the Bible. 
So we find men advocating that mercy will be of- 
fered them after death, and that there is no possi- 


bility of the unrepentant after death being raised 
from the prison of despiir to ultimate happiness 
and glory. They advocate a kind of a poet mortem 
salvation. This is but* one theory of the many 
that are advanced without clear Bible testimony. 
In all of these theories which are the result of 
man's inventive genius, rather than the plain and 
unquestionable teachings of God, we find very 
radical extremes. The absolute annihilation of 
the wicked, at some period or other, is the extreme 
on one side, and the universal restoration of the 
whole race of humanity to eternal happiness ia the 
extreme on the other. 

These doctrines are not objectionable only as 
I hey conflict with revelation. The old lady struck 
the nail equarly on the head when, after listing to 
the arguments in favor of the doctrine of universal 
restoration, she replied, 'That is a beautiful doc- 
trine, the best doctrine I ever heard in my life, if 
it were only true.' No believerin the Christian re- 
ligion will question the power and omniscience of 
God. We are only enable to comprehend bis 
will concerning man through the revelation we 
have in the Scriptures. If God has chosen to 
glorify himself by offering mankind another op- 
portunity for salvation alter death, it must of course 
be in perfect consistency witb his will made known 
to man. For surely God could not consistently 
contradict his own revealed will. 

But let us investigate. Has God actually re- 
vealed himself in either of these ways? Is there 
anything taught us in the Bible that looks that 
way? Has God anywhere said that he will give 
man another chance alter the present state of pro- 
bation V Has God any where said that after men 
have continued for a lifetime to disregard hiB just 
claims, reject his offers of mercy, and otherwise 
treated his love with disrespect, and after his 
judgment has been pronounced upon them, and of 
which they had been forewarned, after all this has 
he, by some method which has remained bo far 
unexplained, held out to unbelieving and disobedi- 
ent a promise that they may share the joys of 
heaven with those who, through faith and patience, 
shall inherit the promises 9 H tms is the will of 
Johovah he has somewhere mentioned it. Would 
it not be unjust to the immaculate God, and be 
actually irreverent to suppose that after he had 
through the mouth of the patriarchs and prophets, 
and there by the simple and plain teachings of 
the Saviour himself, taught mankind that salva- 
tion is the result of his mercy, and obtained . by 
faith and obedience, and while holding over the 
heads of the unbelieving the most terrible of 
threatenings, that he should after all, secretly de- 
termine that he would not act in strict accordance 
with his own declarations, but would act otherwise 
than he threatened ? Surely, such a course would 
make it appear that he was merely working upon 
men's fears, or that the awful doom pronounced 
was the utterance of passion, and not the deliberate 
sentence of a truthful Judge- Taking this matter 
as it is here Btated, and supposing the above to be 
the teaching of revelation, such a conclusion would 
be uext to blasphemy, if not blasphemy itself. Un- 
der the circumstances such a course on God's part 
would be absolutely impossible. 

Now let us meet this, important issue as earnest 
men. Let some champion of this post-mortem 
salvation stand out in the defense of his pet theor- 
ies, and reconcile these doctrines with the stern, 
plain teachings of revelation. We now ask for 
Bome positive statements from the lips of the Eter- 
nal, that he intends, at some future period to open 
the gates of heaven to those whose sins have con- 
densed to eternal banishment. An opinion, a 
theory, an influence will not suffice. We want 
nothing less than positive statement. No person 
ahould refuse or object to give the Bible authority 
for such an important doctrine. 

One thing is certain, it we have no positive 
testimony, not even so much as a hint, in favor of 
post-mortem salvation, we have a great doal of 
evidence on the other side of the question. We 
read of the great gulf that » placed between the 
saved and the lost which can never be passed ov- 
er, until this plain teaching can be reasonbly ex- 
plained, and made consistent with the theory of uni- 
versal restoration, it is the safest plan for all true 
believers to cling to the doctrines taught by the 


Lord Jesus himself. To further investigate this 
doctrine taught by Jesus and his apostles, let us 
see what the punishment of the unrepentent and 
unbelieving implies. 

The first thought brought before us is separation 
from God and the good. To be deprived of fel- 
lowship with the God of the Bible. One revealed 
to us as a God of love, mercy and truth — must 
fill the soul witb pain and sorrow. Sin itself is a 
mere turning away from God, and centering all 
our thoughts, talents and time on self. Led by 
a selfishness that is almost beyond description, we 
turn from this God as a repulsive being, and every 
selfish act only widens the distance between God 
and man. Selfish, sinful man does not desire to 
fellowship with God or bis followers. Every act 
which bring us into communion with God we care- 
fully shun, yea, we take great pains and trouble to 
shun that which may bring our thoughts and 
hearts to center on him. Sin is an actual depart- 
ing from God, and that means a departing or go- 
ing astray from all good, it IB literally a revolt 
from God. Now this 'departing' continues until 
man goes bo far away from God, led by a desire to 
live exclusively for self, that unless he ia touched 
by the Spirit of God, and induced to return to the 
path of duty, he wanders so far that he placet 
himself beyond the hope of return. 

It may be possible for man to wander so far 
away that God seems to say, 'He is joined to his 
idols; let him alone.' The moat popular idol is 
self. If God thus gives a man up in this world, 
what hope is there for him in this life or the life to 
come? Man determined to depart from God is as 
a stone starting down the mountain side. At first 
it goes but slowly, but there is no pause, and it 
gains speed, every foot only accelerates its down- 
ward progress, now what is to reverse the nature 
of things, and roll back the atone to the sunny 
heights of the mountain ? Remember when God 
punishes the sinner be only awards unto him that 
which he has chosen — the harvest of his own sow- 
ing. It seems so natural to conclude that God 
will virtually say to the impenitent one,* You have 
chosen to depart from me, take therefoie, that 
which is the result of your course. You have de- 
lighted in the things which I forbade and abhorred; 
take them to the full, as your own selection for 
your everlasting portion.' 

Another feature of the punishment of the wicked 
is privation, which means the utter loss of all good 
for eternity. It is impossible to be seperatedfrom 
good without being deprived of all the blessings of 
good, for there is truly no good away from him. 
God is the author of all good, and to enjoy it in all 
its fullness, we must be, in his presence, and in 
his family. All that man needs and 
desires, — all the grace, and holiness, and freedom, 
and happiness, that can be anticipated now and 
hereafter are summed up in this word 'good' as be- 
longing to God, and setting forth what he is. 
. When men selfishly, wilfully and continually 
choose to walk in the ways of evil, dishonor God, 
and maliciously wrong their fellow-men, and thus 
deliberately live contrary to the teachings of the 
Bible and their own conscience, thus having de- 
prived the Omnipotent of his rightful service, ac- 
cording to the natural law of restribution, they, 
would be deprived of those comforts and blessings 
that are necessary to their happiness in eternity. 
The Lord leaves men to realize what they have 
Bought as their chosen portion. The story of Dives 
ia literally true of many. Earth's 'good things' 
abused for selfish ends, are followed by their total j 
loss and endless retribution. One of the promi- 
nent teachings of the religion of Jehovah is the to-l 
tal and eternal separation of the good from thel 
bad, of the chaff from the wheat, the goats from! 
sheep. We may ask is it in accordance with what! 
God has revealed of himself, his law, his govern-l 
moot, and of bis salvation by Jesus Christ, that 
the great gulf between the lost and the savi 
should be so bridged over in a future Btate that 
there may be a passage from one state to the other i 
Let us for argument's sake, suppose that it was 
possible to bridge over this terrible gulf; but howj 
in the name of justice and reason, could the neces- 
sary moral change take place? During life and 
in death a man rejects Christ and condemns hiJ 
sacrifice and salvation worthless things, how cal 


